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GMIAs First Community Forum

hank you all who attended! The GMIA
Community Forum was held on Oct 18,
2003 at Fuerte Elementary School was a
great success, measured both by its
informational value and the participation of
approximately 130 community members. Based
upon this success of the Forum, your GMIA
Board of Directors plans to have future forums
such as this. Those who did not attend it
certainly missed an opportunity to pick up a lot
of information on issues and subjects critical to
the welfare and lifestyle of our GMIA
community.
Speakers representing the major public offices
impacting our GMIA area included County
Supervisor Dianne Jacob, Pedro Orso-Delgado,
District Director of CALTRANS, Gary Gallegos,
Executive Director of SANDAG, Lt. Tony Salazar
of the San Diego Sheriffs Department, Jack
Phillips, Chairman of the Valle de Oro Planning
Group, and Erin Drown, the Sheriff¹s
Neighborhood Watch coordinator. A variety of
important issues were discussed.
The County Board of Supervisors approved a
revision in Policy I63 earlier this year. This
amendment changed the processing for
requests for General Plan Amendments, under
the prior policy, requests for Plan Amendments
were taken through public hearing at the
planning group level and the Planning Group
could appeal decisions made by the County of
San Diego to allow a General Plan Amendment.
The current policy provides that the Director of
the County Department of Land Use makes the
initial determination of whether or not a
proposed amendment can go forward. The
public and the Planning Groups no longer have
any right to appeal this initial decision by the
County.

Avove, County Supervisor Dianne Jacob.
Below, members of the GMIA community.

This has raised a great deal of concern from the
public, GMIA, and a number of Planning Groups
around the county, including the Valle de Oro
Planning Group. Supervisor Jacob said that
because of the number of complaints they have
received, the process is being closely monitored. It
is important to note that only the policy regarding
making the threshold decision of whether or not a
General Plan Amendment can go forward has
changed.
Projects requesting a General Plan Amendment
must still go through the entire approval process,
Continued on page 3
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T

he holidays are upon us and GMIA is continuing efforts to preserve the
quality and character of our community. We are very lucky to have our area
remain unscathed during the terrible fires that besieged our county in
October.
I would like to welcome our newest Board member, Tim Carpenter. Tim is a Mt.
Helix resident who has been very active in the community group Mhands. If you
are interested in taking a leadership role with GMIA, please do not hesitate to do
so. It is the efforts of interested and active community members that keep GMIA a
strong force in our region.
There are several issues that face our community and GMIA has been working
diligently to address them. Your GMIA Board is working against the high density
development of the project known as the Chicken Ranch project. GMIA is joined
in this endeavor by an extremely committed citizens group, C3. We are hopeful
that when the dust settles, the development of this parcel will be consistent with
the rural character of the area. We will continue to update you on the progress of
this project through this newsletter.
I am very pleased to report that we have many new and renewing members. Your
commitment to GMIA allows us to achieve our mission of protecting and
preserving the character of our neighborhood. I wish to thank our Board of
Directors for placing their confidence in me to lead GMIA. I will be continuing the
GMIA Presidents tradition of being open to and involved with our members.
Should an issue arise that you believe merits GMIAs involvement, please feel free
to call me at 619-469-9547, email me at kckcsasa@cox.net or send your concerns
in writing to GMIA.
Finally, a special thank you goes out to our former President, Al Platt, who
dedicated a tremendous amount of time and resources to GMIA in his tenure as
President. GMIA is a stronger and more active organization due to the efforts of
Al. If you see him out and about in the community, please give him and handshake
and a big Thank You!
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Morning Traffic on
94West at 125

A

s most everyone knows who reads
this newsletter, vehicle traffic is a
major concern for our GMIA
community, particularly the amount of
vehicle traffic that is diverting onto our
community roadways as a result of a
current inadequate freeway infrastructure
in our area. In particular, the two still
missing permanent connector ramps at the
94/125 interchange (94 west to 125 north,
and 125 south to 94 east) have significantly increased the commuter traffic using
our community roadways, such as Fuerte
Drive, for their commute route during
morning and evening rush hours.
When the temporary ramp became
operational last year to finally allow 94
westbound traffic ramp-type access to the
125 northbound freeway, most of us
thought we would see a significant
reduction in the commuter traffic using our
secondary community roadways. The
perception is that that didnt happen to
any degree hoped for. One of the
perceived problems was that those
commuters who wanted to use this new
connector ramp during the morning rush

hour traffic period often found themselves
waiting in the regular 94 westbound
commuter traffic queue caused by the
traffic metering light system at the 94/125
interchange.
Based on random observations and
comments from community members, the
perception was that this traffic backup
condition was somewhat discouraging
morning commuter traffic to stay on 94
westbound to use 125 north to get to
Interstate 8, and motivated them to
continue to use our secondary community
roadways for their commute route.
As a result of this perception, GMIA
coordinated the formation of an ad hoc

committee to look into the situation and
seek solutions to relieve the back up of 94
westbound traffic resulting from operation
of the traffic metering light at the 94/125
interchange during the morning rush hour
period. The committee, composed of
several GMIA directors, community
members, and representatives from
CALTRANS and the CHP, met several
times and CALTRANS performed
extensive research and analysis into this
perceived traffic issue. The following
findings were presented and agreed to at
the last meeting of the ad hoc committee
on July 17.

FINDINGS
Significant Current Use of New 94W/125N
Connector
Current traffic flow measurements indicate that a significant
number of vehicles are already using the new 94W/125N
connector ramp during peak traffic hours: about 35% of the 94
westbound vehicles in the vicinity of the new ramp are exiting
onto the ramp during the peak period (about 1,080 out of 3,140
vehicles per hour).

Decrease In Delay Time For 94 Westbound Traffic at
125 Merge.
CALTRANS has already decreased the cycle time between green
lights on the 94 westbound traffic metering system, to allow the
maximum number of vehicles to pass through the light metering
system at peak traffic hours: 2,100 vehicles/hour. This has
resulted in reducing the average vehicle delay at the metering
light to 5-6 minutes, a reduction of several minutes.

Relocation of 94 Westbound Traffic Light Metering
System Not Feasible
CALTRANS still does not consider it feasible to relocate the 94
westbound traffic metering light system to decrease the time
delay at the metering light, for the objective of further
motivating drivers to use 94W and the new 94W/125N
connector. The primary constraint against such location is the
concern that it would create conflicts with the HOV lane and
reduces merge distance.

Using 94W Proven to Take the Shortest Time to Get
to the 94/125 Merge
Current travel time test runs by CALTRANS indicate that using
94W takes the least amount of time, including the delay at the
94W traffic metering light, for a vehicle to get to the 94W/125N
merge point during peak traffic hours. That path is as short (timewise) as taking the old route along Campo and getting on the old
125N ramp at Spring Street. It also takes longer for a driver to go
from the vicinity of Avocado and 94W to transit on community
roads to get to the vicinity of 125N and I8, compared to using
94W and the new 94W/125N connector.

Continued on next page
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TRAFFIC, continued from previous page

94W Traffic Beyond 94/125 Merge
Current adjustments to the 94 westbound
traffic light metering system and/or current
traffic volumes have not seemed to impact
the 94 westbound traffic flow beyond the
94/125 merge.
New 94W/125S Connector
A significant (but unmeasured) amount of
94 westbound traffic is exiting onto the
new 125S ramp. Traffic data should be
available in early 2004.
Traffic Advisory Sign To Use 94W
CALTRANS will proceed with a new sign
to be erected on 94W just before Avocado,
advising that drivers should use 94W to
access 125N and I8W. It may take several
months to get a permanent sign approved
and installed, but an interim temporary
sign will be installed (this sign has now
been installed).
Feasibility For Traffic Light Metering
Systems on 94W On-Ramps
The feasibility of installing traffic metering
light systems on all 94W on-ramps
between Avocado and Bancroft was
analyzed by CALTRANS. The conclusion

is that metering on-ramp traffic would
probably help decrease by 1-2 minutes the
average vehicle delay time currently
experienced by 94 westbound traffic at the
125 merge. However, this would be an
expensive and long term project, costing
$4-5 Million and taking about 5 years to
get approved, funded, designed, and
constructed. CALTRANS has no current
plan to pursue this idea, although it is
listed as a potential future project.

Feasibility Of Special Exit Lane To
Use 94W/125N Connector
CALTRANS believes that designing and
implementing a special lane for 94
westbound traffic intending to use the
94W/125N transition ramp would be
impractical if not impossible, due to the
impact of the Bancroft on-ramp traffic.
Conclusion
As of this stage, it appears that we have
reached the best condition possible
regarding promoting and facilitating use
of the new 94 west to 125 north connector
ramp, and we will not pursue any other
solutions at this stage. Pending funding
and construction of the missing permanent 94/125 ramps, we encourage all

Comparative Traffic Flow Data
The following analysis was made of old and new traffic volume data,
resulting in the following findings (figures represent number of vehicles
per day). The figures below tend to demonstrate that there has been
increased use of 94W segments east of the 94/125 merge area in the
past few years. Additionally, these data indicate that there has been
virtually no change in the traffic volume on Fuerte Drive in the last few
years.
Roadway/Segment SR94

1997

2002

34,500
45,000
56,000
71,000
167,000

49,500
53,000
62,000
71,000
182,000

Secondary/Community Roadways

1997

2001

Avocado Blvd. in vicinity of RSD Village
Fuerte Blvd. just west of Avocado
Fuerte Blvd. at Lemon Ave.
Fuerte Blvd. at Grossmont Blvd.

28,000
12,000
18,000
14,000

30,000
12,000
18,000
14,000

94W just east of Avocado Blvd.
94W just west of Avocado Blvd.
94W just west of Sweetwater Springs Blvd.
94W before 94125 merge
94W just before 805 merge

GMIA members to talk to their friends and
neighbors to encourage them to use the
new 94/125 connector ramp to get from the
vicinity of 94 and Avocado to the vicinity
of 125 and 8 (and areas north),
instead of transiting through our
community roadways. n

Update on
Chicken Ranch

T

he development known as the
Chicken Ranch has now been
submitted as a General Plan
Amendment, an Application for Rezone
and a Tentative Map (GPA 03-006/R-03013/TM 5343). Your GMIA Board of
Directors continues to oppose this Project
as submitted. The Valle De Oro Planning
Group voted to deny these applications on
November 18, 2003.
It is the belief of your GMIA Board that the
Mt. Helix area is very rural in character,
especially where this project is proposed.
Properties which have been subdivided in
the vicinity of the Proposed Project have
produced large lot estate residences with
horses, small groves of citrus and
avocados, and in many cases still access
to these homes is via unimproved dirt
roads. The proposed project calls for lots
that vary in size with some as small as 1/3
of an acre. GMIA also has further concerns
regarding the impact of the Proposed
Project bringing sewer connections to this
area. We believe that by allowing the
sewer lines to be brought into this portion
of Mt. Helix that the door will be opened
for additional lot splits and smaller
subdivisions that will completely ruin its
rural atmosphere. Additionally, GMIA
shares the concerns of other community
groups, Mhands and C3, regarding the
Projects only access being Fuerte Drive,
directly adjacent to Fuerte Elementary
School. If you would like more information
on the Chicken Ranch development or
would like to be advised as to future
hearings regarding the same, please
contact members of the Valle De Oro
Planning Group. If you need assistance in
contacting them, please call Kristine
Alessio, President, GMIA. n
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Funding for Missing 94/125 Connector Ramps

s each reader readily recognizes,
there is a severe budget constraint
in effect for the State of California.
Many, many budget reductions or
deletions from the previous years budget
were made to finalize the current approved
State Budget. Funding for many critical
transportation projects were among the
items deleted or reduced in the final State
Budget.
One single transportation project is very
critical to the welfare and quality of life in
our GMIA community: the missing
permanent 94/125 connector ramps. These
two missing connector ramps (94 west to
125 north, and 125 south to 94 east) have
been the cause of serious impact on our
community by the resultant increase in
commuter traffic using our community
roadways to transit between the Rancho
San Diego area and the vicinity of the 125/
8 interchange area. As reported in previous
issues of this newsletter, after many years
of any attempt to fund this critical project,
$60 million of the required $90-120 million
required to design and construct the 94/
125 missing ramps project was designated
last year via the discretionary Transportation Congestion Relief Program (TCRP).
CALTRANS immediately started work on
the Environmental Phase of the project,
using a nominal $1.5 million fund allocation
to finally get the project underway.
CALTRANS had been working the
Environmental Phase for several months,
when the State financial crisis materialized
earlier this summer, and all future State
funding for transportation projects was
placed on hold pending generation and
approval of the new State Budget for this
year.

Jacob, CALTANS Regional Director Pedro
Delgado, SANDAG Executive Director
Gary Gallegos, representatives from the
offices of State Assemblyman Jay La Suer
and State Senator Dennis Hollingsworth,
plus two GMIA Directors. The committee
has already met twice to develop strategy
to seek resolutions and strategies for
restoration and allocation of the required
funding for to enable the ultimate design
and construction of the missing 94/125
permanent connector ramps.

The new State Budget has been approved
and is being implemented. Fortunately, the
TCRP was not eliminated from the current
budget, but rather suspended for any
current utilization. However, no funding for
TCRP projects was provided in the
recently approved State Budget, except for
those projects in the final completion
stage.
Therefore, there is no current funding in
the State Budget to support our critical 94/
125 ramp project. In anticipation of this
situation, earlier this summer GMIA had
already coordinated the formation of an ad
hoc committee to address funding issues
for the critical 94/125 ramp project. This
committee is composed of several key
officials and/or their staffs who have
volunteered to help us with this issue,
including County Supervisor Dianne

As of now, it appears that we can find
enough limited funds from related project
work to allow CALTRANS to continue
work on the Environmental Phase of the
94/125 ramp project to allow completion of
that phase and thus not delay the overall
project, pending identification and
allocation of the necessary funds to
complete the entire project. The committee
is working on several strategies to ensure
reinstatement of the required 94/125 ramp
project funding in the TCRP at the earliest
possible time possible in future State
Budgets, as well as seeking alternate State
and Federal sources of funding for use on
this project.
Since all of your GMIA Directors live in the
GMIA community, we regret this
unfortunate financial development as
much or more as do all our GMIA members.
However, please be assured that the ad hoc
committee will continue to address this
issue until it is resolved, and we will keep it
as a top GMIA priority. We will also keep all
members informed of all developments on
this critical situation via subsequent issues
of this newsletter, as well as during the
upcoming GMIA Community Forum
scheduled for October 18. n

Please Stop at the New Stop Signs!

H

opefully, most readers have taken notice of the new all-way stop system
installed at the intersection of Resmar Road and Grandview Avenue. Due to
increased traffic on most of our community secondary roadways, we will
probably be seeing a few more of these traffic control systems installed. n
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Traffic Impact from the New Kaiser Facility

he new, attractive Kaiser Medical
Center has been opened for a few
months now. If you have not yet
driven by this new facility, we would
encourage you to do so. In the planning
and construction of this new facility, there
was concern that the traffic associated
with the operation of this added commercial facility in our community might
adversely impact the already heavy vehicle
traffic on some of our community roads,
particularly Louisa Drive. In formulating
the traffic control plans for this new
facility, the County abandoned any
attempt to install a traffic light at Avocado
and Louisa, where the main entry/exit on

T

Avocado for the Kaiser facility parking lot
is located. To date, it appears that any
significant impact on our community
streets caused by this new commercial
facility has not materialized. Your GMIA
Board will continue to monitor this
situation. Related to this overall issue is

the concept of installing a new traffic light
system at Avocado and Challenge. At this
stage, it appears that there is no program
or plan to install a new traffic light system
at that location, but that situation will also
continue to be monitored. n

Brief Answers to Pesky Little Questions

his is a new section designed to
provide answers to what your
Board perceives to be questions on
non-critical issues, but nonetheless
bothersome to some of our members.

Can We Change the Name of the
Postal Zones in Our Community?

Newer residents in our GMIA community
probably arent bothered much by this
type concern. But for some of the longer
term residents, the name of the postal zone
assigned to their area is still troublesome.
Here are the brief facts on this situation:
♦ The U. S. Postal Service has sole
responsibility for initial definition of postal
code zones and the naming thereof. To
that effect, it is a done deal in the case of
our GMIA community. The decision to
include the southwest part of the Mt.
Helix/Grossmont area in the Spring Valley
postal zone was based on the Postal
Services analysis of the appropriate size
of that and adjacent postal code areas
such as La Mesa. Thus, the Spring Valley
postal zone encompasses some areas
north of SR94, including parts of Casa de
Oro. The Postal Service does not entertain
proposed changes to existing postal code
defined areas or the names already
designated therefore.
♦ The once existing Mt. Helix mailing
address is a dead issue. There once was an
actual Mt. Helix branch Post Office, just
down the street from the Brigantine
Restaurant and the new Prudential Real
Estate building, but it was closed several
years ago. There is no postal code zone

named Mt. Helix, and there is no current
process that could make that a possibility.

Can We Replace Deteriorated
Neighborhood Watch Signs?

As you travel through our local
communities, you often observe what
appear to be worn out and rusty
Neighborhood Watch signs. These are
metal signs placed on posts, at many
locations in our community. Who buys
and maintains such signs is often a
question postulated by various members.
Here are the key facts about this situation:
♦ The San Diego County Sheriffs
Department sponsors and promotes the
Neighborhood Watch Program,
designed to get community members
concerned about helping prevent crime in
their neighborhood, joining in with other
neighbors to do something about crime,
helping form an organized Neighborhood
Watch Group for their neighborhood, and
then participating in preventing and
fighting crime in their neighborhood.
♦ Part of the organized efforts of a
specific Neighborhood Watch Group is to
purchase and post (with Sheriffs
Department coordination and approval)
signs in their Neighborhood Watch Group
area. These are the signs that you see
posted throughout our community.
Purchase, maintenance and replacement of
these signs is the responsibility of the
specific Neighborhood Watch Group to
which the signs pertain. The Sheriffs
Department does not have funds or
manpower to purchase, install, and

maintain, or replace these signs. However,
your GMIA Board of Directors is looking
into the possibility of obtaining the
necessary signs and replacing those in
need of replacement
♦ GMIA recognizes that Neighborhood
Watch Groups are a very effective means
of helping to prevent and control crime in
our community. This program was
discussed in detail at the recent GMIA
Community Forum, including an on-site
Sheriffs representative who provided
more information and answered questions
for interested attendees. GMIA will
continue to foster interest and
participation in Neighborhood Watch
Groups within our GMIA community.

Who Cleans Up Trash on Our
Roadways?

Several members have contacted GMIA
about trash on public streets and
requested assistance from the appropriate
agency in cleaning it up. Most recently,
the intersection of Interstate 8 and Fuerte
Drive was an area of concern. Unfortunately, although some of the land
involved is maintained by CALTRANS,
State budget concerns do not allow for
trash removal on a regular basis. GMIA
suggests that members with concerns may
want to do their own beautification project
on this and other areas. Individuals or
businesses can Adopt a Highway or
even an intersection through CALTRANS.
Alternatively, there is nothing to prohibit
concerned residents from going out on
their own with bags and picking up the
trash. n
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Enhancing the Appearance of the Casa de Oro Area

There are several
programs and actions in progress with the
objective of aiding in the sprucing up of
one or more sections of Casa de Oro:

North Bonita Street
The North Bonita Street Improvement
project is going to begin in October 2003.
Thanks to $450,000 in approved funding
for the project, concrete sidewalks, curbs,
and cutters on the west side of North
Bonita will go in. The street will be
widened, and crushed granite sidewalks
will be put in on the east side of the street.
The improvements begin at San Juan
Street and end at Sierra Madre. The project
is scheduled to take until April 2004. The
VDO Planning Group, with full support of
your GMIA Board, is pursuing the
approval and implementation of similar
type improvement and upgrade programs
for the Casa de Oro area in future years.

Photo by Bob Cederdahl

rom time to time
your GMIA
Board receives
comments from
members and other
community members
regarding the perceived
less than attractive
appearance of the
overall Casa de Oro
area. Most often these
comments question if
anything can be done
to alleviate this
situation and what
approach is GMIA
taking to help resolve
this issue. Please be
advised that your
Board is very sensitive
to this perceived issue,
and fully supports
programs and
objectives designed to
enhance the
appearance of the
overall Casa de Oro
area.

appropriate), and
fully enforce code
enforcement for all
zoning violations
throughout our
community and the
Casa de Oro area in
particular. A GMIA
committee recently
conducted a complete
survey of the Casa de
Oro commercial area,
resulting in eighteen
sites observed with
code violations being
photographed, and
documented.

Photo by Bob Cederdahl

The results of this
latest physical
survey were
submitted as a
special report to the
County Code
Enforcement office
requesting immediate
action to step up to
their responsibility
for ensuring proper
and timely code
enforcement in our community. Both
Supervisor Jacob and Tim Drum, Code
Enforcement Officer, responded
immediatey to GMIAs concerns. As soon
as County personnel is available (there is a
delay as to urgent code enforcement
issues because of the Cedar fire), a walk
through by County Code Enforcement will
begin in the Casa De Oro area starting with
Campo Road. GMIA also plans to schedule
a face to face meeting with Code
Enforcement officials to discuss this
situation further.

Code Enforcement
One of the conditions that further distracts
from the general appearance of the Casa de
Oro area is the condition wherein multiple
violations of zoning ordinances can be
observed most any time, but seldom seem
to be enforced for correction. This is
particularly obvious throughout the
commercial sections of that community,
but includes violations in residential areas
such as the converted former fire station.
Your GMIA Board has often pursued
proper code enforcement to resolve this
thorny issue, but that solution has proven
to be most often elusive in our past
experience. To that end, the GMIA Board
has initiated a new focus on this issue and
is now aggressively pursuing an action
plan with the objective to finally get the
County to check on, ensure proper
correction of (including fines as

Once again, we remind all members that it
is GMIA policy that community members
have the primary responsibility for
observing and reporting all perceived code
violations to the County (see list of
telephone contacts elsewhere in this
newsletter). If the County fails to enforce
Continued on next page
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Board would appreciate an advisement to
that effect. We feel that all of us working
together can make a difference in
maintaining an enhanced appearance of
our community, including that of the Casa
de Oro area.

Estrella Park Project
Currently there is no developed park for
use by residents within the Casa de Oro
area. The large parcel (about 7 acres) of
vacant land located between Estrella Drive
and the playground area of Santa Sophia
Church, is in actuality a County park,
identified as Estrella Park. Since
acquisition of this park land in the 70s
there has been no attempt by the County
to improve this park and make it suitable
for public use. Thus, it still remains as a
barren piece of land in our residential
community. Some of you may recall that a
few years ago a special committee was
formed to see if that County park could be
developed for use as an active sports type
park with playing fields, etc. That concept
was never implemented due to community
opposition to the active sports park
concept. However, as previously reported
in this newsletter, there is new interest and
community support to beautify and
improve the undeveloped Estrella Park to
enhance its appearance and make it
available for public use.

Helpful Telephone Numbers
ROADS

Resurfacing, closures,
potholes, etc.

LAND USE

This objective is being spearheaded by the
relatively new Estrella Park Steering
Committee, chaired by Joan Tweed and
composed by of community
representatives and other interested
parties including GMIA. Under this
project, Estrella Park will be improved for
use as a passive park and not an active
sports complex type facility. However, it
will become a more beautiful asset for our
community and will be available for use by
all community residents. The efforts of this
committee are focused on accomplishment
of the Estrella Park Beautification and
Improvement Project under the following
Mission Statement:
The mission of the Estrella Park
Beautification and Improvement Project is
to revitalize, improve, and beautify the
existing park space known as Estrella Park,
so that its appearance fits with the overall
quality of the Grossmont/Mt. Helix area
and it is usable and enjoyable by all
residents in the vicinity.
Your GMIA Board is fully supportive of
this effort to improve Estrella Park and
thus enhance the overall appearance of the
Casa de Oro area and our community in
general. Your general support for this
project is sincerely appreciated. Please call
Joan Tweed if you would like to share any
ideas or concepts for the Estrella Park
Beautification and Improvement Project:
660-9926.

County of San Diego

94 Landscaping Project
This project has been described before in
previous issues of the GMIA newsletter,
so we wont repeat all the details in this
issue. Just be aware that such a project is
underway and it should significantly
enhance the appearance and beautify a
section of a freeway that borders our
GMIA community and the Casa de Oro
area. This project, being promoted by our
County Supervisor Dianne Jacob,
proposes to landscape and beautify the
section of the 94 freeway that runs along
the south side of Casa de Oro. Specifically,
the freeway/street intersections of
Kenwood Drive, Sweetwater Springs Blvd,
and Avocado Blvd. will be professionally
landscaped under this project along with
the median areas in between. There is now,
and will be more, opportunity for
individual, organizational, and community
input and work on this beautification
project. If you would like to volunteer to
help on this project, please call Ginny
March who is acting Chairperson of the ad
hoc 94 Landscape Project Committee: 4698465. n

City of La Mesa

City of El Cajon

619-667-1450

619-441-1658

Department of Public Works

1-877-684-8000

or www.co.san-diego.ca.us
Dept. of Public Works section
online road service request
Code Enforcement

Code Enforcement

Code Enforcement

619-667-1177

619-441-1716

911 if Emergency

911 if Emergency

619-337-2000

619-667-1400

619-579-3311

619-236-2341

619-667-1436

Zoning violations and other
illegal land use

619-441-4264

LAW ENFORCEMENT

or Sheriff Dept. (Lemon Grove)

or La Mesa Police Department

ANIMAL SITUATIONS
Animal Control

HAZARDOUS MATERIAL
DISPOSAL
GENERAL INFORMATION
For categories not listed above

911 if Emergency

877-713-2784

for guidance & information

619-287-5696

or El Cajon Police

619-441-1580
619-596-5100

619-596-5100

to make an appt. for disposal

to make an appt. for disposal

858-694-3900

619-436-6611

619-441-1776

to make an appt. for disposal
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Happenings In and Around Our Community
Update on Mt. Helix Park

A

few questions to some of our Directors indicate that
some of our GMIA (and other) community members are
not aware of the status of several issues and
developments regarding Mt. Helix Park. Therefore, we will briefly
highlight a few things about Mt. Helix Park in this issue.

Legal Issues

Musicals on Mt. Helix: The lawsuit filed by a small number of
residents in the Mt. Helix Community in an attempt to stop the
CCT summer musicals at Mt. Helix Amphitheater was settled over
a year ago with complete finality, including prohibition of the
plaintiffs to file any subsequent legal claim. The settlement did
not in any way alter the ability of Mt. Helix Park to be used for
CCT shows, or the ability of the Mt. Helix Park Foundation
(current Trustee of the Park) to continue to allow use of the Park
for public enjoyment of arts, drama, and music in consonance with
the objective of the Yawkey Trust that dedicated the Park for
public use and enjoyment back in 1929.
Preservation of the Cross: The lawsuit filed by an avowed
atheist, and backed by the ACLU, was settled back in 1999, and
there is no longer any active or perceived threat to remove the
Cross from Mt. Helix. This situation is different than that being
experienced in the case of Mt. Soledad, since Mt. Soledad Park is
owned and operated by a governmental entity, the City of San
Diego. Conversely, Mt. Helix Park consists of non-governmental
land that was placed in the private Yawkey Trust back in 1929 and
dedicated for public use and enjoyment. With replacement of San
Diego County as the original Trustee by the Mt. Helix Park
Foundation as the Successor Trustee, there is no longer any
connection of the Park with a governmental agency, and thus the
perceived conflict of church and state is a non-issue.
Other legal issues: There is still one small legal claim involving an
easement across the lower parking lot, with the initial Court Ruling
under Appeal by the Foundation. The Foundation expects to
prevail in this legal action resulting in the elimination of claimed
easement across the private Yawkey Trust property which would
cause loss of some of the intended area for parking by attendees
to events at Mt. Helix Park.

Other Developments

Parking along Mt. Helix Drive inside the Park: In case some of you
have not noticed, or for those of you who have noticed, the
County has installed an anti-parking post and chain barrier inside
the Park along the section of Mt. Helix Drive that runs along the

southwest side of the Park. This was done in consonance with a
law enforcement recommendation, and has proven to be a
significant deterrent to the parking of vehicles alongside the
roadway in that area. That parking area has long been designated
a no- parking area, but had become quite a hangout and
attracted many illegally parked vehicles of miscreants bent on
illegal and bad behavior. The anti-parking barrier along with
placement of the fire lane red striping designation allowed law
enforcement to strictly enforce the no parking constraint and
issue parking violation citations that carry very stiff fines. We
hope that this parking violation condition has been finally
resolved. Community members and visitors are still able to take in
the magnificent view from the southwest section of Mt. Helix
Drive by parking in the small parking lot adjacent to the south
entrance to the amphitheater, and then walk alongside the rock
wall to take in the view.
Lower Parking Lot: In case you are not aware, the large vacant
lot at the corner of Vivera Drive and Mt. Helix Drive is part of the
Mt. Helix Park Property. In setting up Mt. Helix Park at the top of
the mountain for public use, the Yawkeys had the foresight to
purchase an additional 3+ acre parcel on the lower part of the
mountain, to serve as a parking area for vehicles of attendees to
events at the Park. Those of you who have attended events at Mt.
Helix Park, such as Easter Sunrise Services and CCT musicals,
have undoubtedly parked your vehicle in that lot. Unfortunately,
during their tenure as Trustee of Mt. Helix Park, the County did
not control use of or parking on that private Trust property. The
Mt. Helix Park Foundation now has a project to beautify, preserve,
and restrict use of the lower Mt. Helix Park parking lot for its
intended use, i.e., parking for events at Mt. Helix Park. To that
end, a new fence around the largest parcel of the lower parking lot
should be observable by the time you read this newsletter. This
fence will serve to delineate the Park Property boundaries, and the
associated locked gate system will restrict use of the parking lot
to vehicles of attendees for events at the Park. Additionally, the
County will no longer dump road material on the property, and
trash trucks will no longer be able to use it as a shortcut to pick
up residential trash. Ultimately, the Foundation will also place a
fence around most of the parking lot segment on the north side of
Vivera Drive and accomplish a landscape and beautification
project for the entire parking lot. These combined actions should
enhance the overall appearance of the parking lot area and make it
more in context with the appearance of the surrounding premium
residential community. n
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FORUM, continued from page 1

with appearances before the Planning
Groups, Planning and Environmental
Review Board (PERB), Planning
Commission and full Board of Supervisors
to obtain final approval.
In our GMIA area, the test case of the
revised I63 is the Chicken Ranch proposal.
Supervisor Jacobs stressed that it will be a
long process, likely two years. Developers
have not yet submitted their plan
amendment, but only been granted
permission to proceed with a submission
for a General Plan change, and that public
input needs to be focused when the
appropriate stage of the process is
reached.
Lt. Salazar said that residential crime has
gradually increased over the last three
years, since a low point in 1999-2000. The
Sheriffs Department is fighting this in
several ways, including extra patrols in
marked and unmarked cars, regular,
warranted searches of Probationer¹s
homes, and Community flyers as needed.
Residential crime is often a crime of
opportunity. We can lessen the
opportunity by locking doors,
landscaping to allow clear views of our
house from the street, providing outdoor
lighting at night, limiting the size of pet
doors so that a person cannot pass
through them, and participating in
Neighborhood Watch programs. Erin
Drown coordinates the Neighborhood
Watch Program for our community and
can be contacted at 619-337-2037 for

further information about this
very worthwhile
program designed
to help curb crime
in neighborhoods.
Good news for
those who do not
want cell sites in
their neighborPanel (l. to r.) Jack Phillips, Erin Drown, Tony Salazar, Moderator Al
hoods. A new
Platt, Dianne Jacob, Gary Gallegos and Pedro Orso-Delgado.
ordinance now
requires a Major Use Permit for new cell
the funding for the entire project is being
phone sites. This ordinance also
pursued, will preclude any delay in the
states that they should not be sited in
previously planned completion date of the
residential areas. Previous applications are entire project. Restoration of funding for
not included, unless they received an
this critical freeway project is being
Environmental Impact Report. In
worked on by CALTRANS and SANDAG
accordance with the Major Use Permit
supported by GMIA and the County.
procedure, the County will send notices to
Supervisor Jacob informed the community
residents living within 300 feet of any
that the West Nile Virus is here. We must
proposed cell site project.
diligently remove all possible standing
water, such as plant trays, old cans and
The current State Budget crisis has
tires, etc. Mosquitoes can breed in as little
eliminated all of the funding previously
as a teaspoon of standing water. The virus
designated for accomplishment of the 94/
is a health threat to people and to animals.
125 Ramp Project (to provide the two
For more information on the West Nile
missing permanent ramps required at that
Virus and its symptoms and how to
interchange). That major project has an
prevent is, please visit the County of San
ultimate price tag of $90-120 million,
Diegos website at www.cosd.ca.gov.
depending on selection of the final design
to be used. Work on the current
In addition to the scheduled presentations
Environmental Phase of the critical 94/125
and a question and answer period, tables
Ramp Project is being continued by use of around the room made further information
limited funding made available through
available about Neighborhood Watch and
the efforts of SANDAG and CALTRANS.
how to protect your home, West Nile
Hopefully, continued progress on the
prevention, the Jacob Journal, and the C3
Environmental Phase while restoration of
organization. n

Calendar of Events
2004
Sunday, April 11, 6:30 a.m.
Easter Sunrise Service
Mt. Helix Park

Shuttle starts at 5:30 a.m.
Pastries and beverages served starting 5:45 a.m.
Sponsoring church to be announced

Sunday, May 2, Noon to 4 p.m.
GMIA Annual Art & Garden Tour

A detailed announcement will be mailed to all GMIA members
Sponsor: GMIA

Monday, May 10, 5:30  8:30 p.m.
GMIA Annual Dinner Meeting
La Mesa Community Center

Sponsor: GMIA
Dinner is served at 6:00 p.m.
Reservation form will be mailed to all GMIA members

PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR NOW FOR THESE IMPORTANT EVENTS!
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Thanks to Our Donors

embers often make donations to support the operations and functions of GMIA, in addition to paying their annual dues.
Your GMIA Board appreciates these financial gestures and periodically recognizes these donors in this newsletter.
Below are the names of the most recent donors since the publication of the last list of donors. Again many thanks from
your GMIA Board of Directors.
Tajmahal Dirbas
Gerald and Amy Collier
Joseph and Mary Kershaw
Al and Judy Platt
Fred and Mary Joe Stalder
Mary Ehmcke
Charles and Beverly Little
Patricia Yuengling
Ed and Lisa Kleist
Jeff and Lisa Uniacke
Mrs. and Mrs. Terry Koike
Marian Howard
Tom and Linda Trent
Norm and Suzanne Applebaum
Mr. and Mrs. Leo V. Culp
Ramon and Gloria Ross
Mary C. Berry
Robert and Judy Bowman
Melvin L. Etter
John and Rosemary Bently
Anita Reith
Karen and Gary Dorrance
Bob and Holly Yarris
Tom and Evelyn Riddick
James C. Duffy
Terry and Annie Love
Steve and Laura Folwell
Tim and Cathy Gabrielson
Lee and Helena Palmer
Brad and Randi Kesling
Sandy and David Polster
Robert and Barbara Young
M. Goldzband
Fletcher Thornton
Butch and Esther Hays
John and Doris Eastman
Harrison and Jackie Hollywood
Harold and Patti Schioldagger
Dan Conaway
Avery L. Willis
Joanne G. Boyle
Ronald W. Grant
Mrs. And Mrs. John Lenore
Garrett G. Bradt, Jr., MD

J. Andrew and Hazel Llyod Kitzman
Gene and Jane Compere
Walter Holmes
Thomas J. Taylor Construction, Inc.
Lou and Peggy Botte
Minor and Langford
Frank and Cathy Lubak
Bill and Ruth Devin
Josephine Swinkard
Mary Gilligan
Steve and Kristine Alessio
Emy and Marcello Mastrocola
Ed and Marcine Grubbs
Mark and Connie Allan
Dr. and Mrs. Jerome L. Heard
Lois Beland
Steve Camblin
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schuster
Rupert and Dorothy Crosthwaite
George H. Roache, Jr. & Penne L. Thacher
William and Adele Woolman
Robert and Suzanne Levonian
Raymond and Cherie Ganzer
John and Yvonne Rosenberger
Frank Gairratano
Betty and Jerry Hill
Sabino S. Rella
John and Linda Quinn
Shirley Pauchnick
Mercille Jach
Oscar and Dorothy Wissell
Ann Darr and Roger E. Graham
Llyod and Linda Duncan
Dean and Maren Krenz
Guy F. Wilcox
Jim and Brenda J. Richmond
Henry Romero
Mr. and Mrs. Havilan Nelson and Kimberly
Melchior
Paul Hahn
Ruel W. and Carol Bench
Raymond and Barbara Lee
David and Luzena Lindley
Betty and Jerry Rivaldi

Thomas and Donna Bloomer
Daniel Lamb
Margarite and Herbert Margerum
Earl and Penny Williamson
Dieter and Susan Fischer
Robert and Nan Conaway
Raymond and Edith Coiner
Nancy W. McNary
M.C. and Betty Keithley
Tarbell and Vina Martin
Galen Boone
James Belasco and Candy Romine-Belasco
Steve and Bonnie Turner
Paul and Paula Fitch
Kenneth and Mary Golden
Cynthia Purdy
Manuel E. and Sandi Nieto
Judy and Brian Pike
Donald and Maxine Asbury
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Burdick
David and Jocelyn Zimmerman
Lee and Muan Knight
Mr. and Mrs. R.D. Hamann
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Peterson
Mike and Yvonne Gagen
Sara and Stephen Gillespie
Wilma Kramer
Danny and Laurie Riley
Jim and Lisa Achenbach
Nanette and Chris Lawler
Randy J. Tidmore
Garn Household
Richard J. Harms and Janet E. Townsend
James and Deborah Gianulis
Richard B. Shanks
Wayne and Colleen De Bry
Mr. and Mrs. W.W. Graham
Allison Henderson
Brian Arnold and Ronilee Clark
Ralph Allen
Frank and Deana Verbeke
Emily Rex
Ted and Mary Larson
Randy and Liz Dibb
Earl Gillmore and Verna Belden-Gillmore
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About GMIA

he Grossmont- Mt. Helix
Improvement Association (GMIA)
is the oldest and largest association
of its type in San Diego County, if not the
entire State of California. It was formed in
1938 as a result of community concern for
the lack of adequate land use planning and
zoning type requirements. It is a non-profit
public benefit corporation that represents
thousands of families residing in single family residences in
the large unincorporated area of the County that is east of
the city of La Mesa, south of the city of El Cajon and
generally north of SR94. The GMIA membership area
consists of over 5,000 single-family owner occupied
residences with a population approximating 20,000 people.
The primary mission of GMIA is to work on behalf of all
GMIA community members to ensure that the quality and
character of our community is preserved and enhanced.
Unlike a typical homeowners association, GMIA does not

And What We Do
own any property or facilities, nor is it
responsible for any property maintenance.
GMIA is served by an elected, unpaid
Board of Directors and has no paid
officers or employees. The GMIA Board
works with County and regional
governmental entities to help resolve
issues that impact our community such as
transportation systems, traffic control,
planning and land use, zoning, code enforcement, as well as
crime prevention and law enforcement.
GMIA invites and encourages all residents in our
membership area to become active members and to support
the efforts of the GMIA Board to preserve and enhance the
character and lifestyle that are currently enjoyed in our
wonderful community.
For more information on GMIA, please visit our website at
www.GMIA.net n

